Hamilton College, Spring 2006
GOVT 208 – Parties and Elections
Mack Mariani (REVISED February 23, 2006)
Tuesday/Thursday 1:00 – 2:15





Office Address: K-J 210 

Classroom:  Benedict Hall, Room 104




Home: (585) 266-5354

E-mail: mmarian@hamilton.edu



 

Cell: (585) 469-1806 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Analyzes the development of, and current theories regarding, political parties and elections in American politics. Topics include theories of party realignment, voting behavior, party composition and behavior, and the relationship between parties and elections and democracy. Covers both presidential and congressional elections. 
OFFICE HOURS

My office is located at KJ-210.  I will be available in my office on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 10:15.  I am also available by appointment most Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12-1 and 4:00-4:30.  Feel free to contact me by cell phone (585-469-1806) or e-mail if you have questions or if you would like to set up an appointment to meet with me at another time. 

REQUIRED BOOKS

· Michael Nelson (ed.), The Elections of 2004
· Thomas Patterson, The Vanishing Voter: Public Involvement in an Age of Uncertainty
· John Aldrich, Why Parties? The Origin and Transformation of Political Parties in America
· Morris Fiorina, Culture War: The Myth of a Polarized America
· John B. Judis and Ruy Teixeira, The Emerging Democratic Majority
· David Mayhew, Electoral Realignments: A Critique of an American Genre
· Thomas Frank, What’s the Matter with Kansas?  How Conservatives Won the Heart of America
COURSE POLICIES

· Academic needs – If you need special academic or health accommodations, please let me know the first week of class so that we can make arrangements in advance of any tests or assignments. 

· Cheating and plagiarism – Will be considered a serious violation of the Hamilton College Honor Code and will not be tolerated. 

· Attendance/Late Assignments – Attendance is mandatory.  The instructor reserves the right to lower your overall course grade due to excessive absences.  

· Announcements – I will utilize e-mail and Blackboard to make important course announcements.  You are therefore expected to check the course site on Blackboard and your college e-mail regularly.
· Late Papers – Late papers WILL NOT be accepted.  Please plan ahead accordingly.    

GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS

My expectation is that students who attend classes regularly, read the material, and engage the topics in class discussion will do well in this course.  The points are distributed as follows: 

Test 1
 

25%

Test 2
       
 
25%
Paper #1

     
15%
Paper #2
 

25%

Participation


10%

Grade distribution
The following point totals are needed to secure the following grades:

95%
A 

79%

C+
93%
A- 

75%

C
89%
B+ 

73%
 
C-
85%
B 

65%

D
83%
B- 

below 65%   
F

Test 1 and Test 2
There will be two tests for this course; each is worth 25% of your grade.   The tests are cumulative. 

Paper #1
Paper #1 is a 4 to 5-page paper and is worth 15% of your grade.  In this paper, you will select a public policy issue (either historical or contemporary) and discuss how political figures, political parties, and interest groups used political, social, and cultural institutions to achieve their policy goals.  Particular attention should be focused on efforts to expand or restrict the scope of political conflict.   

Each student will be required to give an oral summary of the paper to the class on the day that their individual paper is due.  The papers will be due on a rolling basis, with four or five papers due each week starting in week 3. 

Paper #2

Paper #2 is an 8 to 10-page research and analysis paper that is worth 25% of your grade.   The paper can be on a topic of your choosing that relates to parties, elections and participation.  All paper topics must be discussed with and approved by me in advance.  The paper must incorporate course readings and concepts discussed in class and take them a step further using outside research, data, and analysis. 

Participation
Class Participation and Discussion – Each student is expected to actively participate in class. At a minimum, this means that you are expected to (a) come to class (b) do the assigned readings prior to class (c) discuss the material and ask/answer questions in class.   
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE (Subject to Change)
WEEK 1

Jan. 17:  Course Introduction
Jan. 19:  Why Parties?
· Aldrich, Why Parties? Chapter 1 (Political Parties in America)

· Aldrich, Why Parties? Chapter 2 (Why Parties Form)

WEEK 2
Jan. 24:  The First Party System
· Aldrich, Why Parties? Chapter 3 (Founding the First Parties)

· Blackboard Reading: George Washington, Farewell Address (1796)
Jan. 26:  To The Victor… 
· Aldrich, Why Parties?  Chapter 4 (Jacksonian Democracy)

· Blackboard Reading: Riordan, Plunkitt of Tammany Hall, Preface and 1-4, 6

· Reserve Reading: Richard Bensel, The American Ballot Box in the Mid-Nineteenth Century, Chapter 2. 
WEEK 3 
Jan. 31: Progressive Reformers
· Reserve Reading: Hoftstadter, The Age of Reform (selection)
Feb. 2:  Critical Elections and Realignments
· Mayhew, Electoral Realignments, Chapters 1-2
WEEK 4
Feb. 7:  Critical Elections and Realignments
· Mayhew, Electoral Realignments, Chapters 3-6
Feb. 9:  Critical Elections and Realignments
· Mayhew, Electoral Realignments, Chapters 7-8
WEEK 5
Feb. 14:  The New Deal Coalition
· Reserve Reading: Hofstadter, The Age of Reform, (pages TBA)
· Blackboard Audio: FDR, “The Four Freedoms” (1941)
Recommended Reading: 

· Blackboard Audio: John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address (1963)
Feb. 16:  Social and Economic Justice
· Reserve Reading: James Morone, Hellfire Nation, Chapter 14 (The Sixties)

· Blackboard Audio: Mario Cuomo, Tale of Two Cities, Keynote Address Democratic Convention (1984)
WEEK 6
Feb. 21: Rendezvous with Destiny
· Reserve Reading: Robert H. Bork, Slouching Towards Gomorrah, Chapter 2 (What they Did and Where they Went) and Chapter 9 (The Rise of Crime, Illegitimacy, and Welfare). 
· Blackboard Audio: Ronald Reagan, A Time For Choosing, ‘The Speech’ (1964)
Feb. 23: Republican Revolution
· Reserve Reading: Newt Gingrich, “Renewing American Civilization”
· Blackboard Reading: Republican Contract with America (1994)
· Reserve Reading: Phil Klinkner, The 1994 Elections, (“Court and Country”)

WEEK 7
Feb. 28: Party Conflict

· Reserve Reading: Gary C. Jacobson, “Polarization in National Politics: The Electoral Connection,” Chapter 2 in Polarized Politics, Bond and Fleisher (eds.).
· Ben Ginsberg and Martin Shefter, Politics by Other Means, Chapter 1 (Electoral Decay and Institutional Conflict)
Mar. 2:  Money in Politics

· Nelson, The Elections of 2004, Chapter 6 “Campaign Finance”
· Blackboard Reading: Antonin Scalia, Dissent, McConnell v. FEC
· Blackboard Reading: John McCain, “Remarks to the Reform Community” 

WEEK 8

March 7: Test #1

March 9: TBA
SPRING BREAK!!!!!!!!
WEEK 9
Mar. 28: What’s the Matter with Kansas? 
· Frank, What’s the Matter with Kansas? Chapters 1-3, 5
Mar. 30: What’s the Matter with Kansas? 
· Frank, What’s the Matter with Kansas? Chapters 6-8
WEEK 10:
Apr. 4: Culture War?

· Fiorina, Culture War?  Chapters 1-4

· NOTE: PAPER #1 DUE TODAY FOR EVERYONE

Apr. 6: Culture War?
· Fiorina, Culture War?  Chapters 7-10
WEEK 11:
Apr. 11: Roundtable #1 and #2

· Religion and Culture, Abortion, Cloning and Gay Marriage

· Values, Education and Social Services

· NO READINGS.  Work on your final papers. 
Apr. 13: Roundtable #3 and #4
· Institutions shaping citizenship: Immigration, Civil Rights and Voting Rights
· Markets and market failures: taxes, oil, health care and public funding. 
· NO READINGS: Work on your final papers. 
WEEK 12
Apr. 18: Roundtable #5 and #6

· The Limits of Executive Power?  NSA, Patriot Act and the exercise of executive power yesterday and today. 
· How far freedom?  Speech, Guns, Property Rights, and Drugs
Apr. 20:  The Emerging Democratic Majority?
· Judis and Teixeira, The Emerging Democratic Majority, Introduction and Chapters 1-5
WEEK 13 
Apr. 25:  The Vanishing Voter?
· Patterson, The Vanishing Voter, Chapters 1-2

Apr. 27:  The Vanishing Voter?
· Patterson, The Vanishing Voter, Chapters 3-5
WEEK 14 
May 2:  Lessons from the 2004 Elections
· Nelson, Chapter 4 (Voting Behavior: The 2004 Election and the Roots of Republican Success)
· Frank, What’s the Matter with Kansas? Afterword
Recommended Reading:
· Hazen and Chaudhry (eds.), Start Making Sense: Turning the Lessons of Election 2004 into winning Progressive Politics, pp. 3-23, 32-43. 

May 4: New Forms of Political Participation
· Nelson, Chapter 5 (Internet Politics)
6
2

