	POS 110 - Spring 2000
Course Syllabus
Monroe Community College
Instructor: Mack Mariani

	Monday/Wednesday/Friday 11:00 a.m. – 11:50 p.m.
Building 12, Room 225
Instructor: Mack Mariani
Phone: (716) 461-9112
Office Hours: MWF by appointment
e-mail: mackmariani@mail.com 
web address: http://student.maxwell.syr.edu/mariani 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
POS 110 is an introduction to the complex issues of politics, political behavior, and types of governmental structures. The purpose of this course is to develop analytical skills so that students as citizens may identify and deal with political alternatives. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The first objective of this course is to introduce students to the creative study of politics. Through readings, in-class exercises and assignments we will consider many of the important questions posed by political science. In particular, we will ask: why study politics and how should we approach political questions? A second objective of this class is to expose students to the varied career paths open to people interested in politics. In our Friday Lecture Series, students will hear first hand from those who "practice" politics, including journalists, political fundraisers, public relations directors, legislative staff members and, hopefully, politicians and legislators as well. 

COURSE POLICIES
Special Needs – If you have any special academic or health needs, please let me know right away so that we can make arrangements in advance of any tests or assignments. 

Cheating and Plagiarism – Will be considered serious violations of Monroe Community College policy and will not be tolerated. 

Attendance/Late Assignments - Attendance is mandatory. The instructor reserves the right to lower your overall course grade due to excessive absences.

REQUIRED BOOKS 

· Gregory M. Scott, Political Science: Foundations for a Fifth Millennium, (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1997). 

· A small, hard-cover journal 

· Additional Readings as Assigned. 

GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS

Grading
There are a total of 1,000 total points that can be earned in this class through a combination of exams, assignments, quizzes and participation. My expectation is that students who attend classes regularly, read the material and engage the topics in class discussion will do very well in this course. The points are distributed as follows: 

Midterm Exam 200 points (20%)
Final Exam        200 points (20%)
Quizzes                 200 points (20%)
Journal              200 points (20%)
Research Design 100 points (10%)
Participation        100 points (10%)

Grade distribution
The following point totals are needed to secure the following grades:

950 points       A 790 points C+
920 points A- 750 points C
890 points B+ 720 points C-
850 points B 650 points D
820 points B- below 650        F

Exams
There will be two exams for this course, a midterm exam and final. Each exam is worth 200 points (20% of your final grade). The exams are cumulative. A study guide will be handed out approximately one week prior to each exam. 

Quizzes
There will be 13 un-announced quizzes throughout the semester. Some of these quizzes will be in-class and others will be take-home. Questions will be drawn from the assigned class readings or from the assignments that are due that day. You can drop your three lowest quiz grades. Each quiz is worth 20 points toward your final grade. Quizzes cannot be made up and a missed quiz is counted as a "0". 

Journal and Observation 
We are exposed to politics each and every day of our lives, although we are often not aware of it. To reinforce this fact, students are required to keep a political journal throughout the semester. What you write in the journal is largely up to you, but it should reflect your thoughts about the political institutions, debates, campaigns and policies that you come in contact with each day. You are expected to bring the journal to every class! I will frequently ask students to read from their journals in class and I will collect the journals at least two times during the course of the semester. 

As part of the journal project, students are required to observe at least two outside political events during the course of the semester. This could include a legislative meeting, a political rally or speech, a petition drive, a fundraiser or an alternative event that I approve in advance. I have placed two potential events on the schedule – a meeting of the Rochester City Council and a meeting of the Monroe County Legislature. Students are expected to write about the experience in their journals. The journal is worth 200 points toward your final grade.

Research Design
Students will be required to write a short (approximately 4-page) paper in which they (a) propose a question for political scientists to study (b) consider why this question is important to the discipline and to the community and (c) describe how they would approach this question and what methods they would use. Students will present these papers to the class in panels during the final two weeks of the semester. The research design paper and presentation are worth a total of 100 points toward your final grade. 
Participation
Each student is expected to actively participate in class. At a minimum, this means that you are expected to (a) come to class (b) do the assigned readings prior to class (c) discuss the material and ask/answer questions in class and (d) bring your journal to class. Participation is worth 100 points toward your final grade.

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE

Week 1: The Creative Study of Politics 
January 24: Course Introduction, Policies
January 26: Read Chapter 1 for today. What is Politics?
January 28: What Should We Study?

Week 2: The History of Political Science
January 31: The Roots of the Discipline. Readings - Chapter 2 (Page 17-35)
February 2: Is this Science? Readings – Chapter 2 (Page 35-44)
February 4: Journal Discussion

Week 3: The Great Issues of Political Science
February 7: Order or Liberty? Readings – Chapter 3 (Page 44-57)
February 8: Note: Rochester City Council Meeting Tonight!
February 9: Is America Democratic? Readings – Chapter 3 (Page 57-71)
February 11: Guest Speaker: Pam Baker, Political Fundraiser

Week 4: Political Ideologies
February 14: Liberalism and Conservatism. Readings – Chapter 4 (Page 72-87)
February 16: Guest Speaker: Mike Caputo, Democrat and Chronicle, Readings – Ch. 4 (87-102)
February 18: Guest Speaker: Brayton Connard, Assistant Deputy Clerk, Monroe County. 
Week 5: Winter Break (No Classes)

Week 6: Quantitative Methods
February 28: Readings – Chapter 7 (Pages 166-172)
March 1: Readings – Chapter 7 (Pages 172-179)
March 3: Readings – Chapter 7 (Pages 179-190)

Week 7: Pursuit of the Presidency
March 6: Polling Exercise
March 7: New York State Presidential Primary Today!
March 8: Pursuit of the Presidency
March 10: Guest Speakers: Chris Downing (Genesee Transportation Council) and John Halldow, Erdman-Anthony and Associates. 

Week 8: Political Institutions and Behavior in Comparative Perspective
March 13: Do Institutions Matter? Readings – Chapter 5 (Pages 103-110)
March 14: Monroe County Legislature Meeting Tonight!
March 15: The Comparative Perspective. Readings – Chapter 5 (Page 111-124)
March 17: Review for Exam

Week 9: Approaches
March 20: Midterm Exam
March 22: Readings – Chapter 6 (Page 137-151)
March 24: Readings – Chapter 6 (Page 151-165)

Week 10: American Government
March 27: Is it Irrational to Vote? Readings - Chapter 8 (Pages 191-196)
March 29: Who Participates? Readings – Chapter 8 (Pages 197-214)
March 31: Bill Ousier, Chief of Staff, Democratic Staff of the Monroe County Legislature 

Week 11: Policy Analysis
April 3: Readings – Chapter 9 (Pages 217-222)
April 5: Readings – Chapter 9 (Pages 223-238)
April 7: Guest Speaker: TBA 

Week 12: Constitutional Law
April 10: Readings – Chapter 10 (Pages 241-257)
April 12: Guest Speaker: TBA 
April 14: Movie: TBA

Week 13: Spring Break: No Classes

Week 14: Comparative Gov’t and International Relations
April 24: Readings – Chapter 11 (Pages 258-263)
April 26: Readings – Chapter 12 (Pages 303-309)
April 28: Movie: TBA

Week 15: Research Design Panels 
May 1: Panel #1
May 3: Panel #2
May 5: Panel #3

Week 16: 
May 8: Panel #4
May 10: Politics/Public Service as a Career
May 12: Review for Final Exam

Week 17: 
May 15: TBA
May 17: TBA
May 19: Final Exam


