Parties and Elections

Test 1
March 7, 2006
Identifications (4 points each): 

1. What are the four freedoms articulated by President Franklin D. Roosevelt?  How does this represent a redefinition of the concept of freedom? 

2. What is the median voter theorem? 
3. List the three basic functions served by political parties (the three A’s)?   
4. What is the calculus of voting?  List three ways that political parties affect the calculus. 

5. What are the six party systems that are typically identified by realignment scholars?
6. List four pieces of evidence that suggest political parties have declined in the United States. 
7. What is the distinction between a critical election and a secular realignment? 
8. Describe the cyclical characteristics of electoral realignments. 
9. George Washington Plunkitt has a saying that reflects his attitude about the use of political parties for personal enrichment.   He expects that this motto will be used as his epitaph.  What is it? 

10. List six groups of people/voters typically associated with the Roosevelt “Democrat” coalition. 

11. What is the “sophomore surge”? 
12. According to Schattschneider, what is the most important group to watch in a conflict? 
13. What was the main conclusion of the Brownlow Commission (a.k.a., The Brownlow Committee)?  

14. According to Ronald Reagan (in his inaugural address), what is the problem facing America? 

15.  According to Robert Bork, what became of the New Left that, in his view, attacked and undermined American institutions in the 1960s?  In other words, according to Bork, where are they now? 

Short Answer (8 points each)
1. What were Progressive reformers’ main criticisms of political machines?   List some of the solutions they offered to fix the problems associated with machine party politics. 

2. Why has there been no realignment since 1932?  When faced with this “problem,” how did realignment theorists attempt to save/refine realignment theory? 
3. What are the three traditional approaches to studying political parties?  What approach does Aldrich take?
4. Are incumbent members of Congress more insulated from electoral swings than in the past?   Why and why not? 
5. What is the post-electoral era?  Where is conflict increasingly taking place?  What form is it taking (i.e., what is the three-pronged strategy typically seen in this new conflict)? 

Bonus (2 points); At the Reeb family farm, where do they get all that mohair?  

