Nazareth College, Spring 2006
PSC 418: Public Administration
Golisano 122
Instructor: Mack Mariani

Monday 6:00 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. 





Office Address: Golisano 406 

E-mail: mmarian1@naz.edu



 


Home: (585) 266-5354

Office hours: Mondays and Wednesdays by appointment


Cell: (585) 469-1806 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Introduction to decision-making and implementation of policy in the public sector. The "what" and "how" of government.
OFFICE HOURS

I am available Mondays and Wednesdays by appointment.  Just send me an e-mail or give me a call a day or two in advance.  Please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at 469-1806 or e-mail if you have a question or if I can be of any assistance. 
REQUIRED BOOKS

· Jay Shafritz, Albert Hyde and Sandra Parkes, Classics of Public Administration 

· Charles Goodsell, The Case for Bureaucracy: A Public Administration Polemic
· Robert Higgs, Crisis and Leviathan
COURSE POLICIES

· Academic needs – If you need special academic or health accommodations, please let me know the first week of class so that we can make arrangements in advance of any tests or assignments. 

· Cheating and plagiarism – Will be considered a serious violation of the Nazareth College policy and will not be tolerated. 

· Attendance/Late Assignments – Attendance is mandatory.  I reserve the right to lower your overall course grade due to excessive absences.  

· Announcements – I will utilize e-mail and Blackboard to make important course announcements.  You are expected to check the course site on Blackboard and your college e-mail regularly.

· Late Papers – Late papers WILL NOT be accepted.  Please plan ahead accordingly.    

GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS

My expectation is that students who attend classes regularly, read the material, and engage the topics in class discussion will do well in this course.  The points are distributed as follows: 
Test 1……….
25%

Participation….
10%
Test 2……….
25%

Quizzes and

Paper………..
30%

assignments…..
10%
Grade Distribution
95% and up   
A 

79% and up
C+
93% and up
A- 

75% and up
C
89% and up 
B+ 

73% and up
C-
85% and up
B 

65% and up
D
83% and up
B- 

below 65%     
F

Test 1 and Test 2
There will be two tests for this course; each is worth 25% of your grade.  The tests are cumulative. 

Paper
There will be one 10 page research paper that will require you to analyze an issue related to public administration faced by elected public officials at the national, state, or local level. The paper can focus on delivery of a service (e.g., transportation services, health care services, garbage disposal), a controversial issue or event in public administration (e.g., privatization, the 2005 transit workers strike in New York City) or issues related to public administration and democracy (principal-agent issues, sunshine laws, etc…).   Please note that you must discuss your paper topic in detail with me prior to handing in your paper.  This is not optional. 

Quizzes
There will be a number of unannounced quizzes (related to the readings for that week) and short assignments.  I will drop the lowest grade.  Quizzes are worth 10% of your grade.
Participation
Each student is expected to actively participate in class. At a minimum, this means that you are expected to (a) come to class (b) do the assigned readings prior to class (c) discuss the material and ask/answer questions in class.   
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE (Subject to Change)
** Note: Online readings can be accessed in the course Blackboard, under “Course Materials”
January 16: Course Introduction
· William Riordan, Plunkitt of Tammany Hall (1963): Preface & Chapters 1-4, 6.  This is an online reading, linked from “Course Materials” on blackboard. 

January 23: Public Administration: What is it and why do we need it?
· Richard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform, pp. 257-271.

· Classics: “Early Voices…” pp. 1-8.
· Classics: Woodrow Wilson, “The Study of Administration,” (1887): pp. 22-34.

· Classics: “Politics and Administration,” Frank Goodnow, pp. 35-37. 
January 30: The Possibilities of Public Administration
· Richard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform, pp. 302-328.
· Classics: The New Deal to Mid-Century,” pp. 73-82. 

· Classics: Herbert Simon, “The Proverbs of Administration,” (1946): pp. 136-148.
· Classics: Report of the President's Committee on Administrative Management (1937), Louis Brownlow, Charles E. Merriam, and Luther Gulick, pp. 99-103. 
February 6: The Limits of Public Administration
· Classics: “From JFK to Civil Service Reform,” pp. 189-197.
· Classics: Grodzins, “The American System,” pp. 233-237. 
· Classics: Rosenbloom, “PA Theory and Separation of Powers,” pp. 446-457. 

· Classics: Lowi, “The End of Liberalism,” pp. 298-301.

February 13: Reinventing Government & Business Models of Government
Guest Speaker: Bob Fisher, Monroe County Blue-Ribbon Commission
· Classics, “From Reagan to Reinvention,” pp. 371-386. 

· Classics: Ronald Moe, “Exploring the Limits of Privatization,” pp. 467-474.
· Classics: Barzelay and Armajani, “Breaking Through Bureaucracy,” pp. 533-546. 
· Blackboard Reading: Budget Advisory Team Report, entire.
February 20: PA and Democracy
· Classics: Krislov, “Representative Bureaucracy,” pp. 350-354.
· Classics: Rivlin, “Systematic Thinking for Social Action,” pp. 328-338. 

· Higgs, Crisis and Leviathan, (pages TBA)
February 27: Implementation and Principal Agent Issues
Guest Speaker: The Hon. Sean Hanna, Department of Environmental Conservation, Region 5 Director.
· Classics: Mary Parker Follett, “The Giving of Orders”, pp. 64-71

· Classics: Landau, “Redundancy, Rationality, and the problem of Duplication and Overlap,” pp. 302-314. 

· Classics: Pressman and Wildavsky, “Implementation,” pp. 339-342.

· Classics: Lipsky, “Street Level Bureaucracy: The Critical Role of Street-Level Bureaucrats,” pp. 414-420. 

Monday, March 6
No Readings; Test #1 Today!!
Monday, March 13 

NO CLASS -- SPRING BREAK!
Monday, March 20: Policy Analysis
Guest Speaker: Rich Perrin, Director, Genesee Transportation Council (rperrin@gtcmpo.org)
Classics: Yehezkel Dror, “Policy Analysts: A New Professional Role in Government Service (1967): pp. 250-255.
Classics: A. Wildavsky, “Rescuing Policy Analysis from PPBS,” pp. 271-282. 
Classics: J. Kingdon, “How Does an Idea’s Time Come?” pp. 564-569.

Blackboard Reading: GTC, “Lehigh Valley Multi-Use Trail Study.” 

Monday, March 27: Budgeting
Guest Speaker: Bill Carpenter, Monroe County Budget Director

· Classics: Allen Schick, “The Road to PPB: The Stages of Budget Reform,” (1966): pp. 217-231.

· Classics: Naomi Caiden, “Public Budgeting amidst Uncertainty and Instability,” (1981): pp. 423-432.

· Blackboard Reading: Monroe County Budget (read selections noted on blackboard link).
Monday, April 3: Policy Making: The Real World
Guest Speaker: Margaret DelPlato, Business Development Analyst, Dept. of Planning and Development
· Classics: Charles E. Lindblom, “The Science of Muddling Through” (1959): pp. 177-187.
· Classics: Appleby, “Government Is Different,” (1945): pp. 131-135.
Monday, April 10: The Case for Bureaucracy
· Goodsell, The Case for Bureaucracy, (pages TBA). 

Monday, April 17: Growth, Planning and Political Leadership
Guest Speaker: The Hon. Bill Johnson, former Mayor of Rochester
· Blackboard Reading: The Hon. Bill Johnson, “Sprawl: Rochester Style.” 
· Handout: “Reconsidering Regionalism”
Monday, April 24: Paper Presentations
Monday, May 1: Final Class
· Readings TBA
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