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Abstract: This study discusses the appropriate instructional language in
teaching Classical Chinese in an English speaking environment. English has
been chosen to be the instructional language traditionally, while the
non-traditional point of view believes that only Chinese is the appropriate
instructional language for teaching Classical Chinese. Through discussions
of (1) the history, current situation, and practice of Classical Chinese teach-
ing, (2) the relationship between instructional language and the learner’s
psychology, (3) the relationship between Classical Chinese and Modern
Chinese, (4) comparison of advantages and disadvantages of using English

U R SCR AT S SCER A T S Ah S0 SO B R R, AR P SR AR S BRSSO
SRR EATET A 2 . 2002 FEH SRl mmid FEGE H, N (BB B RIR
EBRTTET & IR, 2002 4F 10 H 11 FD GRsCEE) (¥Rl BHESS . BBk, Ak
Bit)o 2003 A7 {5 R HER T 75 JoE N B R A SO SCEM 0L " — AR, AU B4
FATRIY [FIRGTE 2002 AF 54 s K SE 00 1 58 s HERTT BT IOAT 9 A 30 S0 75 SCBU P e — R R I
BEL, BRSO IR — AT R, AR e T O T A RN B . R R
(Williams College) f¥iNeil Kubler#(#%. #}&k+1% K&% (University of Colorado at Boulder) ffJMadeline
Spring ##%. HRE KZ (Yale University) IR 48 20852, HEJHKZE (Connecticut College) it 47
FFz. WK, (Harvard University) (1925 8 REEZFS A AR T MR WS HE R, XA
PR A B AR S TR AL, AN TSR SR PO TR A S 2, 8 TR T T
B L, et — S LU

2 RSCAE A SO SOR T AR RS IR, i IR AR 56 58 H AR JEARE BV I TG LA
FIERAEF i AR e S, AR AR NE S . B 28I ARt S % 48 R AR A
A& AL 77 5l A SR T T B o R REE AR s p R AR DU AR D R A

Journal of the Chinese Language Teachers Association 1
February 2006, Volume 41:1, pp. 1-12
©2006 The Chinese Language Teachers Association



2 Sy

vs. using Chinese as the instructional language, (5) reasons why English
and Chinese were both adopted as the instructional language, (6) the rise of
using Chinese as the instructional language in teaching Classical Chinese in
recent years, and (7) learners’ background and teaching goals and objectives
as factors determining the instructional form and language, this study tries to
answer the long-standing question: which language - English or Chinese -
should be used as the instructional language in teaching Classical Chinese.
The conclusion reached is that there is rationale for using both English and
Chinese as the instructional language of Classical Chinese, and therefore
both of them will be used for a long time to come. To make this clear, this
study also divides Classical Chinese courses into four types according to
their learners’ background and teaching goals and objectives, and makes
specific recommendations on their instructional language.
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